
 
 

BRENCHLEY AND MATFIELD PARISH COUNCIL (The PC) 
 

RULES FOR WHITETHORN ALLOTMENTS, BRENCHLEY ROAD, MATFIELD 2019-2020 
 
1. The allotment year runs from 1st April to 31st March. 
 
2. All rents and any water charges must be paid to the Clerk within 30 days of the annual rent request, preferably by 

BACS to the account: Unity Trust Bank: Sort code 60-83-01, Account no 20353630, please put your allotment 
number in the reference. Cheques payable to Brenchley Parish Council are also accepted. Non-payment after a 
reminder will be deemed to be relinquishment of the tenancy. 

 
3. In the case of a tenant giving up the tenancy for whatever the reason the PC reserves the right to reallocate that 

allotment to whomsoever if decides appropriate, despite any waiting list, with a preference given to local residents. 
The commitment and ability to regularly work the allotment will also be given high priority. 

 
4. No allotment may be sub-let, exchanged or taken on without the prior permission of the PC. No allotment may be 

increased in size without the prior permission of the PC and an agreement reached on any increase in rent. 
 
5. Allotments must be worked/cultivated and weeds kept under control so as not to cause a nuisance to other tenants. 

Allotments must be a minimum of 50% cultivated and maintained as such within 3 months of starting a tenancy. 
The Council reserves the right to give 30 days notice any tenant to clear up and cultivate their allotment or vacate 
it. The Parish Council also reserves the right to serve three months notice on any tenant to terminate their tenancy 
if they continue to breach any rule after receiving a written warning from the PC. 

 
6. Allotments must be kept in a tidy condition and not used for the storage or deposit of any rubbish, scrap etc. 
 
7. Allotments are only to be used for the cultivation of fruit, vegetables, herbs and flowers for use/consumption by the 

allotment holder and their immediate family. All plants/ herbs etc must be legal to grow. 
 
8. Any water restrictions imposed by the Water Companies must be strictly adhered to. The PC at its absolute 

discretion reserves the right to impose a water surcharge if in its opinion the use of water is over and above that 
reasonably considered to be included within the rent and the charges for such water could be considered a subsidy 
for the allotment holders. 

 
9. No livestock may be kept on site. 
 
10. Sheds of modest size not exceeding 6ft x 4ft may be erected with prior permission from the PC, polythene and 

plastic bags are considered inappropriate as roofing or glazing.  Glass structures are to be limited to cloches and 
cold frames. Greenhouses are not permitted however polytunnels (green not white) of not more than 8ft x 6ft may 
be erected on individual plots. Any such structures must be maintained in good condition and the PC may require 
removal if deemed necessary. 

 
11. Tenants must show consideration to other allotment holders at all times. Any dogs must be kept on a lead and not 

allowed to intrude upon or foul other allotments. 
 
12. Tenants must not under any circumstances help themselves to any produce or take or borrow tools and/or 

equipment from any other allotment/shed without the express and prior permission of that allotment holder.  
 
13. Tenants may park their vehicles inside the main gate whilst working their allotment. No more than one vehicle per 

tenant without prior permission from the PC.  In the interests of safety speed must be limited to 5mph whilst on site. 
 
14. Paths to, from and in between allotments and access to them must be maintained in good order at all times by 

adjacent allotment holders. 
 
15. The last tenant to leave the site on any occasion is responsible for closing and locking the gate.  
 
16. Any disputes or concerns should be addressed directly to the PC c/o the Clerk. 
 
17. The Parish Council’s decisions on any issues will be final. All management decisions will be taken by the PC but 

the PC is happy to listen to any views or comments made by any tenant. 
 
18. The PC is unable to accept responsibility for any loss to personal property for any reason be it theft or malicious 

damage or for personal injury. Tenants are recommended to either maintain adequate insurance or remove 
valuables when not in attendance. Tenants are also reminded that the use of tools is potentially dangerous, and 
caution must be exercised at all times especially in the vicinity of other tenants and visitors. 


